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The 1870 Hall & Labagh organ at the former Christadelphian Church in Catonsville, Maryland was
originally commissioned for Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. The church
building was originally constructed for Paradise Presbyterian Church. Sometime later, the
congregation was renamed Catonsville Presbyterian and so continues today. This organ was cited in
The Baltimore Sun Paper 06-06-1890; Volume: CVII; Issue: 18; Page: Supplement 1, in a lengthy
article about the town of Catonsville and the organ in the Presbyterian church as having come from
Brown Memorial. The organ had been built by Hall & Labagh for Brown Memorial Presbyterian,
Park Ave., Baltimore in 1869. Brown replaced the Hall organ with a Steere organ in 1889. The
original Hall organ was larger than the present organ and some large pedal ranks were not installed.
Additionally, the original case was divided in half and each half was placed in the balcony in such a
way as not to block the large window. The organ has received some restorative repairs over the last
several decades. It still functions but is need of continued repair to put it back into dependable,
useful condition. There are no other organs near here by this same builder. It is an outstanding
example of American history in organ building and it occupies a unique place in the Baltimore area’s
musical history.
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